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PERTH CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL — THERMOSTATIC MIXING VALVE 

557. Mr W.R. MARMION to the Minister for Health: 
I refer the minister to his statement in the house on 5 September that the Building Commission removed two 
thermostatic mixing valve assembly boxes at Perth Children’s Hospital to examine parts for compliance, its advice 
that some elbow joints were not watermarked and that further tests were required. I refer to the minister’s 
announcement on 11 August that the TMV assembly boxes were the cause of the lead in the water and his 
commitment of 5 September to provide an update within a fortnight. 

(1) Why has he not provided that update and will he now do so? 

(2) Can he advise if all the TMV assembly boxes have been replaced and at what cost and is the hospital now 
lead free? 

Mr R.H. COOK replied: 
(1)–(2) I thank the member for the question because I am sure he is keen to know how we are cleaning up the 

mess his government left us once it left office. I can assure the member that we are doing everything we 
can to make sure that hospital is absolutely safe for the sick kids who will ultimately be using it. We will 
do so in a manner that the Chief Health Officer has certified as being appropriate and correct for delivering 
a safe building for those sick kids. I did say that we were investigating the replacement of the TMV 
assembly boxes. That process is ongoing. I can inform the member that we are replacing about a dozen 
of those TMV assembly boxes with a process to test before and after their replacement. It is interesting—
I am sure the Minister for Transport will also reflect on this—that even though these TMV assembly 
boxes have been sourced from all over the world, the solution for it was in Western Australia. A local 
firm understands the problem and can produce the stainless steel elbows we need to replace those 
components in the TMV assembly boxes. 

I committed in this place to provide updates on a regular basis, unlike the previous government, about 
that process. We have already replaced some of the TMV assembly boxes and testing is going on before 
and after their replacement to understand the contribution from those TMV assembly boxes to the lead 
contamination issues. I also committed to coming back in November and providing a clear time line for 
the opening of this hospital. We will do so because by then we will have a clear understanding about the 
flight path we will need to deliver a safe hospital. We will do it because the other side would not. 
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